“to know, love and serve - Kia whai marama, aroha , me te mahi pono”

WCS Newsletter
Blessed is the man who perseveres
under trial; for once he has been
approved, he will receive the crown of
life which the Lord has promised to
those who love Him. James 1:12
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Behavioural incidents

From the Principal
Dear Parent / Caregiver,
I took it upon myself to read the Bible from front to
back. At the rate I’m going I might have to take the
Bible to the grave with me...and keep reading into
the after-life...maybe I’ll finish then.
I’m currently working my way through Deuteronomy.
From chapter 10 verse 14 - 18: “To the Lord your God
belong the heavens, even the highest heavens, the
earth and everything in it. Yet the Lord set his
affection on your forefathers and loved them, and he
chose you, their descendants, above all the nations,
as it is today. Circumcise your hearts, therefore, and
do not be stiff-necked any longer. For the Lord your
God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God,
mighty and awesome, who shows no partiality and
accepts no bribes”
Of course this is Moses talking to the Israelites, but I
believe there is a message in their for us today. In
fact, from my understanding, the book of
Deuteronomy talks a lot about how God blessed the
Israelites as long as they were obedient to His
commands and decrees.
We see a world today where (as societies) we are so
far removed from God’s commands in scripture, and
we wonder why there’s so much suffering?
May I encourage you today, to take up God’s Word
again, search for Biblical truths and build these
truths in your children’s lives as you continue to seek
a life in Him.

In last month’s newsletter, I shared with you how we plan
to acknowledge the many positive behaviours we notice in
our students every day.
The reality is that we still work with children, and all of
them are finding their way in life. Sometimes this involves
misunderstandings and arguments with others - growing
up. This is why it is so important to have acceptable and
unacceptable behaviours in a school and home setting.
Students need to understand these behaviours , and be
reminded of them frequently. Whilst focusing on the
positive in the first instance, we can’t ignore negative
behaviour, and have to be straight-up about the
behaviours we don’t want to see.
How do we deal with incidents?
Each class has a poster titled ‘Unacceptable behaviours.’
It includes a list of unwanted behaviours that are
presented in a ‘tiered’ system. This poster in itself can be
used as a flowchart of how we deal with behaviour. Please
see an enlarged copy of the poster page 3.
Typical scenario - Timing
More serious incidents usually happen during break times,
and often towards the end of a break. Students and
teachers need to return to classrooms soon after.
Research also tells us that students need at least 1 hour
after a traumatic event to calm down. Their Cortisol and
Adrenaline levels are sky high and they don’t have the
capacity to deal with the incident. We also know that
children tend to forget detail very quickly...
Our process of resolving the issue is centred around these
main steps:
1) Find out exactly what happened through accounts by all
involved, including witnesses where possible (written, or

verbal - depending on age)
2) A process of restoring the relationship by those
involved:
a) Admitting to their part in the story
b) What they need to seek forgiveness for...and from
who
c) Forgiveness and reconciliation
3) How will we make sure this doesn’t happen again talk about consequences fitting to the severity of the
case.

Welcome
It is with great pleasure that we welcome Jamie
Olivier, Nevaeh Wheoki, Ritchie Jones (all in
Pitomata), Elisha Wheoki (in Arohanui), and
Brooke Jones (in Kotahitanga) and their families
to our school community. We trust your stay
with us will be a blessing and you will make
lasting friendships.

This process can sometimes take up to 45 minutes...
a very long time. However, we need to hear all sides
of the story before we communicate the incident to
you (the parent / caregiver) and make a decision on
future actions.
The dilemma
Given the above timeline for processing, it often
happens that your child will come home with only
their side of what happened, knowing that we may
not have had time to follow our processes. This often
results in miscommunication.

L to R; Back: Ritchie Jones, Nevaeh Wheoki
Front: Brooke Jones, Elisha Wheoki, Jamie Olivier

What am I asking of you?
In the first instance, to trust the process we’re
following in order to ensure a fair outcome for all
parties involved. Also, that we are only human and
sometimes get it wrong.
Secondly, in the event of an unresolved incident,
please contact the school to make an appointment
for a face-to-face conversation. Emails, or text
messages have the tendency to get the wrong
message across.
Finally, help us to teach your children about the
importance of confession and forgiveness. To admit
when we’ve done something wrong, and learn from
our mistakes.
If you have any questions, or suggestions around
behaviour management, please feel free to contact
me.
Blessings,
Jaco Labuschagne
Principal

Absentees
Please contact the school office (871 4520) or use
the ‘Skool Loop’ app or email us at
office@waipachristian.school.nz by 9.15am if your
child or children are going to be away, providing
their name and the reason for their absence eg.
Home sick, going on holiday, Dr appointment,
funeral etc. We are required by the Ministry of
Education to provide information for all student
absences.

School Fees - AP Details
If you wish to pay your school fees via automatic
payment, these are the details:
Account Name: Waipa Christian School
Account Number: 12-3134-0064089-00
Particulars: Your name
Reference: Fees
If you are making payments for other things, eg uniforms/
tech art/touch etc please put this in as your reference
instead.

Beloved, do not imitate what is evil, but what is good. The one who does good is of God;
the one who does evil has not seen God.
3 John 1:11
2
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School Photos
Naming Property
Please ensure you have named
everything that your child
uses/brings to school. Every
day we find water bottles,
lunch boxes, shoes, sandals,
hats, school bags etc that have
been left laying around the
school grounds which have no
names on and so cannot be
returned to the rightful owner.
It saves a lot of time, stress and
money when they are named.
Thank you for your
co-operation.

This year our school photos will be taken in April.
Pre-payment envelopes will been sent home with
your child closer to the date. Please fill them in and
return to the school office before Thursday, 8th
April. If you are ordering more than one child’s
photo, each child needs to have their own envelope.
However, the total payment can be placed in one
envelope.
If you require sibling photos to be taken please pick
up a “Sibling Portrait Envelope” from the Office closer to the date.
Payment must be included with your order.
Photos will be taken on Thursday, 8th April.

Please ensure your child is wearing the correct uniform in a clean
and smart condition. Black school sandals must be worn.

Summer Requirements
This term, students are required to wear their school hats during morning tea
and lunch time. If they don’t have one, they are not to play in the sun; shaded
areas only. Hats are purchased from the school office. Please clearly name
them on the inside. Students are to be responsible for their own hats. As UV
ray levels are high, please remember to apply sun screen before school.

Black sandals (without socks) are to be worn, not shoes and socks.

Prayer Meetings
Prayer is an act of worship that glorifies God and reinforces our need for
Him. Through living a life of prayer, we respond to Christ's work of
salvation and communicate with the very source of and purpose for our
existence. We are all called to pray. We are all called to stand for the least
among us.
Every Thursday at 9am a prayer meeting is held in the staffroom.
All are welcome to attend.
If you have any prayer requests please contact the school office or text Lize
on 0211424031.

Are you called to pray for others?...
Accept the call
JOIN US EACH WEEK FOR PRAYER
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But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives to all generously and without
reproach, and it will be given to him. But he must ask in faith without doubting, for the one who
doubts is like the surf of the sea, driven and tossed by the wind.

James 1:5-6

Pita Pit Lunches
Several times a term we have a day when the students can
purchase Pita Pit for lunch. The order forms for these are in the
school office. One student lunch per order form. The forms
must be filled out and placed in an envelope or ziploc bag with
the correct amount of money. Please note:
Pita Pit don’t give change. Place the bag/
envelope in the purple container in the
office by the end of school, the day
before the lunch. Example: If Pita Pit is
on a Wednesday, then the orders are due
in Tuesday by 2.30pm.
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Mufti Days
We have a number of mufti days each term and
ask for each student who wears mufti to please
bring in a gold coin. If your child can not bring in
a gold coin then they are required to wear their
uniform. We have a number of students who
wear mufti but do not bring in a gold coin.

If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not
practice the truth; but if we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the Light, we have
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.
1 John 1:6-7
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Important dates
Updates and changes to previous calendar will be underlined.

Mon 8 Mar

EZ Senior Swimming - postponement

Wed 10 Mar

Pita Pit lunch

Thu 11 Mar

Prayer in Staffroom - 9am

Thu 18 Mar

Prayer in Staffroom - 9am

Fri 19 Mar

Mufti - gold coin

Thu 25 Mar

Prayer in Staffroom - 9am

Fri 26 Mar

EZ Touch

Sat 27 Mar

Working Bee - 9am - 1pm

Mon 29 Mar

BOT meeting - 7pm

Wed 31 Mar

Pita Pit lunch

Thu 1 Apr

Prayer in Staffroom - 9am

Thu 1 Apr

Christian Schools Athletics - 8-13 year olds

Fri 2 Apr

Good Friday - No School

Mon 5 Apr

Easter Monday - No School

Tue 6 Apr

Easter Tuesday - No School

Thu 8 Apr

Prayer in Staffroom - 9am

Thu 8 Apr

School Photos

Fri 9 Apr

Waipa Kai Festival - 5-8pm

Sat 10 Apr

Working Bee - 9am - 1pm

Thu 15 Apr

Prayer in Staffroom - 9am

Fri 16 Apr

Last day of Term 1

Mon 3 May

Term 2 starts

Fri 4 June

Teacher Only Day

Christian Schools Athletics
Each year Christian Schools gather at Porritt Stadium, Hamilton, to join
together for a day of athletics. This year it is set to take place on
Thursday,1st April. This is for 8 to 13 year olds and is not compulsory but is
an opportunity for those who’d like to give it a go to attend. We will also be
needing transport for this day to go ahead. A notice will be sent out closer to
the time.
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