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From the Principal 

 So Jesus was saying to those Jews who 
had believed Him, “If you continue in My 

word, then you are truly disciples of 
Mine; 

 
and you will know the truth, and the 

truth will make you free.”                                         
John 8:31,32 

 

Improvements for 2021 

 
As a teaching staff, we took two days at the end of the 
holidays to reflect and  take stock of what we value, what 
lessons we’ve learnt from the past, and which things we’d 
really like to improve on this year. A key theme was 
consistency.  

 
We know that as we strive to become a school where your 
child can feel safe and reach the potential that God has 
placed in each one of them, then we’d have to be more 
consistent and a lot clearer on expectations on ourselves 
and our students. Here are a few areas we’d like to 
improve on school-wide: 

 

Values 

 
You may be aware that we actively promote the values of 
Responsibility, Respect, Resilience and Relationship. We 
do this in various ways throughout the week. We’ll also 
spend a considerable amount of time unpacking these in 
each class to teach students what these values sound, look 
and feel like. Last week we introduced a coin reward 
system, where students can earn ‘points’ individually, or 
for their house groups.  

 
As we seek to focus on finding the positives, rather than 
the negatives, we will continue to build and refine our 
systems to acknowledge when students display these 
values. 

 

Book expectations 

 
We acknowledge that we have to hold high expectations 
of our students in order for them to become the best they 
can be. One area is the presentation of workbooks. As 

Dear Parent / Caregiver, 
 
 

My gospel message at last week’s first assembly for 
the year centred around this very prominent verse 
from God’s Word:  

 
“if my people, who are called by my name, will 
humble themselves and pray and seek my face and 
turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from 
heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their 
land.” 2 Chronicles 7:14  

 
Even though this message was meant for the 
Israelites in the days of King Solomon, I believe it is 
so relevant to us today. I talked to the assembly 
about our mission as a Christian School community 
to make the world a better place - every day. From 
the song by Casting Crowns ‘It starts right here’ - a 
reminder that if we want God to heal the world we 
live in, it starts in the hearts of each one of us, 
individually. I believe God is asking us this year 
(again) to return to His Word and humble ourselves 
before him. That we will focus on Him, and not the 
turmoil that we see on the news.  

 
So, as we embark on a new year, it is my prayer that 
we all go on our knees (literally) and seek God’s face 
and will for our lives. May we put aside the 
temptations and material focus of this world. May 
we seek Jesus by studying God’s Word frequently, 
and commit our lives as a lifestyle of Worship to 
honour Him...Amen! 
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teachers, we co-constructed a list of shared 
guidelines to achieve the standard we want to set in 
our school. Each student will have this list glued in 
the front of at least one book. There is also an A3 
laminated copy of these guidelines in each 
classroom.  

 
Having these expectations of our students puts a 
responsibility back on us, and that is to regularly 
check students’ work in order to know how they’re 
tracking. It means you should see a level of ‘teacher 
presence’ in your child’s workbooks. In some cases 
this could mean a dated signature, in others - 
particularly writing books, feedback comments. 

 

Finishing-off time  

 
Teachers spend a lot of time preparing lessons for 
instruction. These lessons are always followed by a 
group, or individual activity for students. Sometimes 
children allow themselves to get distracted during 
class time, and then don’t finish written tasks in the 
timeline provided. In order to create good work 
habits in our students, and best prepare them for life 
after primary school, we decided to introduce a 
‘finishing-off time’. These will be two 20-minute time 
slots after sit-down lunch on a Wednesday and 
Friday. The sessions will be supervised by a teacher 
in one of the classrooms. 

 
We realise that these improvements (amongst 
others) may seem highly aspirational and therefore 
ask for your prayers and support as we work towards 
creating the optimum environment for your child to 
learn and develop. 

 
We look forward to another year of working with 
you to achieve the best outcomes for our tamariki, 
and give God the glory for all our achievements. 

 
Blessings, 
Jaco Labuschagne 

Principal 

School Fees - AP Details 

If you wish to pay your school fees via automatic 

payment, these are the details: 

Account Name: Waipa Christian School 

Account Number: 12-3134-0064089-00 

Particulars: Your name 

Reference: Fees 

If you are making payments for other things, eg uniforms/

tech art/touch etc please put this in as your reference 

instead. 

“Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.”  James 4:7 

Welcome  

It is with great pleasure that we welcome Zayn 

William, Benjamin Corbould, Naylee Hulme (all in 

Pitomata), John-Tyler Hulme, Ava Scheepers, 

James Northcott, Cheria Opetaia and Joshua 

Darwall (all in Atawhai) and their families to our 

school community.  We trust your stay with us 

will be a blessing and you will make lasting 

friendships.  

L to R; Back:  Naylee Hulme,  John-Tyler Hulme,  Ava Scheepers 
Front:  Joshua Darwall,  Cheria Opetaia,  Ben Corbould,  James Northcott,  
Absent:. Zayn William 

Read and 
Study your 
Bible  daily 
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School Bell Times 

Updating School Records 

We are sending home forms with your current details on and ask for you to 

please amend anything that has changed and return it to the School Office. It is 

important that we have your current correct details.  Also please make sure 

your emergency contact for your child lives local. Please return the form to the 

school office on Monday.   

 

Meet & Greet BBQ 
Family Night 

Our annual meet and greet BBQ is 
taking place on Friday, 19th Feb at 
school.  Bring your picnic tea along 
at 6pm and join in.  BBQ will be 
available to cook meat.  This is a 
great chance to catch up with 
others and meet new people. See 
you there.  More information 
coming. 

Absentees 

Please contact the school office 

(871 4520) or use the ‘Skool 

Loop’ app or email us at 

office@waipachristian.school.nz 

by 9.15am if your child or 

children are going to be away, 

providing their name and the 

reason for their absence eg. 

Home sick, going on holiday, Dr 

appointment, funeral etc.   We  

are required by the Ministry of 

Education to provide information 

for all student absences. 

Summer Requirements 
This term, students are required to wear their school hats during morning tea 

and lunch time.  If they don’t have one, they are not to play in the sun; shaded 

areas only.  Hats are purchased from the school office. Please clearly name 

them on the inside. Students are to be responsible for their own hats.  As UV 

ray levels are high, please remember to apply sun screen before school.  

Black sandals (without socks) are to be worn, not shoes and socks. 

 

Naming Property 

Please ensure you have named 

everything that your child 

uses/brings to school.  Every 

day we find water bottles, 

lunch boxes, shoes, sandals, 

hats, school bags etc that have 

been left laying around the 

school grounds which have no 

names on and so cannot be 

returned to the rightful owner. 

It saves a lot of time, stress and 

money when they are named.  

Thank you for your                  

co-operation. 

8.55am School starts 

11.00am Morning Tea 

11.25am Back to class 

11.30am Class starts 

12.55pm Lunchtime - sit & eat 

1.05pm released to play 

1.40pm Back to class 

1.45pm Class starts 

2.50pm 5min warning - (not home time) 

2.55pm Home time 

Please ensure children 

are at school before 

8.50am so they are not 

late when the bell rings.    

Classes start at 8.55am 

and require all students 

to be seated ready to 

begin.   

School finishes at 

2.55pm. 
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Yummy Sticker Promotion 

Once again we are taking part in the Yummy 

sticker promotion.  The more stickers we collect 

the more free sports gear we can earn for school.  

We would really appreciate your help to collect 

the yummy stickers located on individual fruit or 

the cut-out label on bags of fruit. 

A sticker or cut-out label 

collection sheet to keep at 

home has been sent home 

with your child. 

pg. 

Three Day Week 

Mufti Days 

We have a number of mufti days each term and 

ask for each student who wears mufti to please 

bring in a gold coin.  If your child can not bring in 

a gold coin then they are required to wear their 

uniform.  We have a number of students who 

wear mufti but do not bring in a gold coin. 

Student B.Y.O.D. 

If your child is bringing their own 

device to school to work on, 

then it needs to be a chromebook 

or an apple device (iOS) so it is compatible with 

the school set-up.  Please keep this in mind when 

you are choosing the device. 

EZ Swimming Sports 

Our school belongs to a cluster of small schools 

known as the Eastern Zone cluster.  Each year we 

have a number of activities where we all get 

together and participate.  First activity is swimming 

at Pukeatua School.  Juniors (Yr 1-3) is on Friday, 

26th Feb and the seniors (Yr 4-8) is on Friday, 5th 

March.  Parent transport will be required for these 

days.  A more detailed notice will be sent out about 

these days closer to the date. 

But you are a  chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own 
possession, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of 
darkness into His marvellous light                                                                 James 2:9 

Parking 

Please refrain from parking on the broken yellow 

lines when you need to park.  These are NO 

PARKING OR STOPPING areas.  They are to stop 

congestion which can cause the area to become 

unsafe. We don’t want any injuries or accidents.   

What do broken yellow lines on the 
road mean? 

A broken yellow line means no stopping or 

parking. 

Also, please do not stand on the road having 

conversations with other people. 

Several times a term we have a day when the students can 

purchase Pita Pit for lunch.  The order forms for these are in the 

school office.  One student lunch per order form.  The forms 

must be filled out and placed in an envelope or ziploc bag with 

the correct amount of money. Please note: 

Pita Pit don’t give change. Place the bag/

envelope in the purple container in the 

office by the end of school, the day 

before the lunch. Example: If Pita Pit is 

on a Wednesday, then the orders are due 

in Tuesday by 2.30pm. 

Pita Pit Lunches 

This year we are going to implement a new schedule for the 

school.  We will only be open for three days a week for the 

students tuition; that is Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. 

No one will be here on Mondays and Fridays to care for/

teach your children, so please don’t send them to school. 

Our staff can then have time for a much needed rest at the 

beach.  We do hope this doesn’t cause too much 

inconvenience to you all as you will need to find alternative 

options for your children on Mondays and Fridays.  I’m sure 

over time you will all enjoy your four day weekends too. 
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But I tell you that every careless word that people speak, they shall give an accounting 
for it in the day of judgment. “For by your words you will be justified, and by your 

words you will be condemned.”                Matthew 12:36,37 

School Sandals 

During terms 1 and 4 all students are to wear 

sandals to and from school each day.   

These sandals are to be black with no other colours, no  

coloured decorations attached, flat soles and have an ankle 

strap. Crocs are not sandals and are not to be worn to 

school.   

Please ensure they are named. 

CALLING ALL 

OLD MOBILE 

PHONES FOR 

RECYCLING 
 

It’s that time again to rummage 
around in your drawers and toy 
boxes and bring in to School 
any unwanted mobile phones 
you may have at home. 

It is estimated that each year 
up to three million phones 
become obsolete in NZ, of 
those only 2% are recycled. 

Phones collected help our 
School gain valuable rewards 
and the environment benefits 
as well keeping our landfills 
free of mobile phones and their 
array of hazardous toxic 
substances.   

Please drop any unwanted 
mobile phones you may have in 
the collection box in the 
reception area at School.  They 
don’t have to be working 
phones. 

 

Praise the LORD, all nations; laud Him, all peoples!  For His loving-kindness is great 

toward us, and the truth of the LORD is everlasting.  Praise the LORD!     Psalm 117 



 6 

 

School Photos 

This year our school photos will be taken in April.  

Pre-payment envelopes will been sent home with 

your child closer to the date.  Please fill them in and 

return to the school office before Thursday, 8th 

April.  If you are ordering more than one child’s 

photo, each child needs to have their own envelope. 

However, the total payment can be placed in one 

envelope.  

If you require sibling photos to be taken please pick 

up a “Sibling Portrait Envelope” from the Office closer to the date. 

Payment must be included with your order. 

Photos will be taken on Thursday, 8th April. 

Please ensure your child is wearing the correct uniform in a clean 

and smart condition.  Black school sandals must be worn. 

Asthma 

We have a number of students who get asthma.  Please be aware that 

we do not have an inhaler at school for them to use.  Each asthmatic 

child needs to bring their own spare inhaler and spacer to school in a 

named plastic bag along with dosage instructions. These will be kept 

in the medical room and used under supervision when necessary.  

Please ensure the inhaler hasn’t expired. It can be very distressing 

for a child who is struggling to breathe to have to wait for 

someone to bring one in from home.  Thank you for support.   

Prayer is an act of worship that glorifies God and reinforces our need for 
Him.  Through living a life of prayer, we respond to Christ's work of 

salvation and communicate with the very source of and purpose for our 
existence.  We are all called to pray.  We are all called to stand for the least 

among us.  

Every Thursday at 9am a prayer meeting is held in the staffroom.                
All are welcome to attend.   

If you have any prayer requests please contact the school office or text Lize 
on 0211424031.   

Are you called to pray for others?... 

Accept the call  
 

JOIN US EACH WEEK FOR PRAYER 

Prayer Meetings 

 
Now on  Thursdays 
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Important dates 

Updates and changes to previous calendar will be underlined. 

Thu 11 Feb  Prayer in Staffroom - 9am  

Mon 15 Feb BOT meeting - 7pm 

Wed 17 Feb Pita Pit lunch 

Thu 18 Feb  Prayer in Staffroom - 9am 

Fri  19 Feb  Meet & Greet BBQ Family   

   Fun Night - 6pm 

Thu 25 Feb  Prayer in Staffroom - 9am 

Fri 26 Feb  Mufti - gold coin  

Fri 26 Feb  EZ Junior Swimming -Y1-3 

Thu 4 Mar  Prayer in Staffroom - 9am 

Fri 5 Mar  EZ Senior Swimming - Y4-8 

Mon 8 Mar  EZ Senior Swimming - postponement 

Wed 10 Mar Pita Pit lunch 

Thu 11 Mar  Prayer in Staffroom - 9am 

Thu 18 Mar  Prayer in Staffroom - 9am 

Fri 19 Mar  Mufti - gold coin  

Thu 25 Mar  Prayer in Staffroom - 9am 

Fri 26 Mar  EZ Touch 

Mon 29 Mar BOT meeting - 7pm 

Wed 31 Mar Pita Pit lunch 

Thu 1 Apr  Prayer in Staffroom - 9am 

Thu 1 Apr  Christian Schools Athletics 

Fri 2 Apr  Good Friday - No School  

Mon 5 Apr  Easter Monday - No School  

Tue 6 Apr  Easter Tuesday - No School  

Thu 8 Apr  Prayer in Staffroom - 9am 

Thu 8 Apr  School Photos 

Thu 15 Apr  Prayer in Staffroom - 9am 

Fri 16 Apr  Last day of Term 1 

Mon 3 May  Term 2 starts  

Student Appointments 

If you are picking up your child for an 

appointment during school time please 

come in to the Office and advise staff.  

Please also call in again when you return 

them so they can be signed back in.  

Thank you for your co-operation. 

Head Lice 

Please remember to continue 

to check daily and treat these 

little nasties.  Information 

about what to look for and how 

to treat them is available from 

the school office.  

                   

        Together let’s                     

 stamp them             

 out. 

But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy 

Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting anxiously for the mercy  of 

our Lord Jesus Christ to eternal life.     Jude 1:20,21  

Are you up for fun, friends 
and adventure, then Girl 
Guiding could be for you? 

We have units for girls aged 
between 5-17.  

We have spaces available in some 
of our units but if you are interested 

then email Michelle on 
michellegirlguide@gmail.com to 

find out more. 

mailto:michellegirlguide@gmail.com
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Uniform/Dress Code 

Students enrolled at Waipa Christian School are required to wear the official 

school uniform. The uniform establishes a school identity and sense of belonging, 

and supports the school's efforts to create a sense of pride in personal appearance 

and in the school's image. The uniform also makes it easier for parents to decide 

what their child will wear to school each day, and eliminates peer pressure to dress in expensive "label" 

clothing. 

The uniform is available from the office. Price lists are available at the front desk. 

The school occasionally has used uniform items. Parents can indicate whether they would like these 

items, if available. 

Guidelines 

 Students must wear the correct school uniform at all times during the school day as well as on school 

trips when required. 

 Parents/caregivers are responsible for labelling all uniform items. The school takes no responsibility 

for lost property. 

 Hats must be worn in terms 1 and 4 whenever students go outside.  

 The uniform must be clean, tidy, and in good repair. 

 The only jewellery permitted are watches and simple ear studs (girls only). 

 Hair must be clean and tidy. Colour enhancements can only be the same as the student's natural hair 

colour. 

 Shaven patterns or Mohawks/rat-tails are not permitted. 

 Any undergarments should not be seen (e.g. singlet, t-shirt, boxer shorts). 

 Stick-on tattoos or drawings on the skin are not permitted. 

Breaches of the dress code 

 If a student is not wearing a school uniform item, they must have a note written by their parent/

caregiver explaining why. Non-regulation items are only allowed to be worn for one day, when 

accompanied by a parent/caregiver note. 

 Parents who do not comply with the school's uniform policy receive a standardised school note from 

the teacher first, followed by a personalised letter from the principal. Should the parents not meet the 

principal's request, they will be asked to attend a meeting with the board chair or principal and be 

reminded that they signed the enrolment agreement, which requires them to abide by school policies. 

Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another; for he who 

loves his neighbour has fulfilled the law.            Romans 13:8 
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Mad Cow Drums are back in school.  

For over ten years Mad Cow Drums 

(NZ) Ltd has been offering music 

lessons in schools.  In 2021 we are 

expanding our musical offering to 

school students who want to learn.   We still have our 

drum lessons but are now pleased to offer clarinet, 

saxophone, trumpet, cornet and flute lessons.  

If you are interested in your child getting drum lessons 

please contact us on 0212020269 or via email at 

madcowlessons@gmail.com to register your child.  We 

look forward to hearing from you!!!  

To our future “Rock Stars”; have your books and 

sheets ready to start off another term with a bang!!!.    

   - Glenn.                    
                  w

ww.madcow.org.nz 

Music Tuition 

Asthma Waikato offers FREE asthma 

consults for families of children aged 

0-15, living in the Waikato, who 

struggle with asthma.                       

We accept self referrals. 

If your child suffers from asthma and 

you would like some help getting on 

top of it, please visit 

www.asthmawaikato.org.nz and fill 

in the online referral form by clicking    

the blue button top right “Make a 

Referral”.  

We are here to help. 
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http://www.asthmawaikato.org.nz


 10 

 

“to know, love and serve - Kia whai marama, aroha , me te mahi pono” 

The Skool Loop NZ app has been developed as 

vital school tool that provides parents and teachers 

throughout Australasia with events, including school term 

dates, mufti days, parent teacher interviews, sports days all 

pertaining to their own children’s school. 

Skool Loop App 

When your child enrols in school you are assured that you 

are provided with all current and up to date school 

information and you are secure in the knowledge that you 

have the current school information on all upcoming events 

and not to forget giving you the opportunity to accurately 

plan your week. 

 

KEY FEATURES of the Skool Loop NZ app INCLUDE: 

Providing up to date school information. 

Up to date information regarding school events, 

engagements and vital dates throughout the year. 

Syncing of personal dates from the native calendar so you 

can easily view and avoid potential clashes. 

Functionality enabling the user to locate websites, contact 

Quick, simple and convenient 

way to report your child as 

absent. 

The school community or groups of the 

school community can receive instant 

messages directly from the school. The 

school is provided with a secure login to 

send these messages. No limit! Extremely 

handy for reminders and in emergency 

planning. 

All push notifications/instant 
messages sent from the school are 
recorded here with any school notices 
or files. 

For notices specific to your child’s 
class: select notices icon then touch 
on the three lines in top right hand 
corner. Select class and general to 

receive relevant 

Push Notifications 
(Instant Messaging) 

Notices 

Absentee 
Messaging 

Keeping up to date with school 

community news and other school 

related information, with a direct 

link to the current school 

newsletter. 

Newsletters 

View school dates and events. 

Syncs with your personal 

calendar to show any clashes. 

School 
Calendar 

Parents and caregivers can 

electronically sign forms & 

permission slips directly from your 

school app. Submitted forms and 

permission slips are then directly 

emailed to the schools chosen 

email address. 

Permission 
Slips 

One easy list of contacts for you school 

in your phone for your convenience. 

School 
Contacts 

A copy of our newslet t er is available t o read in t he school off ice. 


